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The Earneſt Exhortation of a Mimiſter 
to bis Pariſhioners to take Care of their 
Souls. 


Moſt Dearly Beloved Neiobbours, 


Y Hearts deſire and Prayer to God for 
you 1s, that you may be Saved ; and my 
- moſt-fincere Endeavours ſhall ever be,by 
all Chriſtian Methods | can think of, to promote 
your Salvation. And being | cannot hope, either 
by Dottrine, or by Reproof, or by Inſtruttion m 
iphteouſueſs, to prevail upon thoſe, to comply 
with ary Methods-I can deviſe for the good of 
their Souls, who are not throughly ſenſible of the 
worth of them;l think ic requiſite, in order to make 
my future Labours more effefual with you, to 
lay before you ſuch Conſiderations, as may make 
you ſenſible of rhe ineſtimable Value of your Im- 
mortal Souls. 

[ take ir for granted, that you believe you have 
Souls. My Butinels is to awaken you to a ſerious 
Concern for their everlaſting Welfare ; a Con- 
cern the. moſt neceflary of all others, and Feb | 
fear,very lictle laid to Heart; for otherwile, the 
generality of Men could not poſſibly live as they 
do: They would not imploy all their Care and 
Fains in providing a Maintegance for theſe periſh- 
ing Bodies, and leave the moſt valuable part of 


themſelves, theif Souls, altogether neglected. . 
A Were 


(2) 
Were we to die as the brute Beaſts, and, that 
when our dead Rodies are laid inthe Grave, there 
were an end of uz; if this deterinined all our Hopes 
and Fears, and we returned to our native Duſt 
therein to remain for ever; then might we Ear, 
and Drink, and take our f;Ill of Pleaſure in this 
World, as too m3ny do : Bur it the Soul, when 
it leaves the Boi!y, Cores iminediately enter into 
a ſtare of Happinels, or Miiery ; if there be a Re- 
ſurreCtion both of the )}uſt and the Unjuſt, zs 
molt certainly there is ; it a future Account 
mult be given ot every thinz Gone In the Body, 
Whether it be Good, or wicthcr it be Evil ; and 
if our eternal State ſhall be appointed us, either 
in Bliſs or Torment, accordiry as we have beha- 
ved our ſelves in this Lifc, as undountedly it ſhall; 
methinks it þchoves every one of us to look well 
about us, to enquire feriouſly what we have been 
doing all this while ; whith:cr the Path we are in 
leads us, and what wiil our future State be. 

In order to perſwade you to apply your 
thoughtrs to thele 1n9ſt important Conliderations, 
| know no Method which (chrough God's Bleſ- 
ſing) ſeemeth more likely, than to lay before you 
the ineſtimable Value of your Souls ; the infinite 
Concern you have in their Welfare ; how liable 
they are tro be loſt and undone for ever ; what ex- 
cell;nt Proviſton our molt Gracious God hath 
made for their Security ; and how juſt it will be 
in him to condemn thern to the extremity of Mi- 
ſery, if you wilfully neglect the Care of them. 

Firſt, Therefore, I mntreat you to conſider the 
great Worth and V glne of the Soul. Remember, 
that it is the inamediate Off-ſpring of God ; that 
is 
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It came from Heaven, from the Father of Spirits; 
God breathed into Man the Breath of Life, and Man 
became a living Soul, Gen.2.7. God made Man in his 
own [n:age,(not accoidcing to the Likeneſs of any 
of the reſt of the Creatures) a tile lower than the 
Angels, and crowned him with Glory and Immorta- 
Itty. This is our peculiar Privilege, beyond all the 
Beings of this lower World, that we reſemble our 
Maker, whois the moſt excellent Being. This is 
the Prerogative of that Spiritual and Immortal 
part of us,cur Soul z and conſequently the Soul of 
Man muſt needs be exceedingPrecious & Valuable: 
Our Bodies are Houſes of Clay, whoſe Founda- 
, tions are in the Dult ; and though as the Pſalmiſt 
ſaith, they are curiouſly mrought and faſhioned, yet all 
the Workmanihip beitowed on them,s, that they 
may be ſerviceable to our Souls, fir Tabernacles 
for that Immortal part to dwell in. The Worth 
whereof will farther appear from that wonderful 
Eſteem thoſe have of it, who nay be ſuppoſed to 
be beſt acquainted with the true Value of Souls, 
Thus God the Father takes great Delight in 
being called, and eſteemed, a Lover of Sonls ;, and 
accordingly hath laid out his Thoughcs from ever- 
laſting, for the bringing in of them to himſelf. The 
Councils and Contrivances of Heaven have been 
ſpent on them. The Father thought nothing too 
dear to ſecure and ſave them;and therefore when 
he foreſaw we would not continue 1n that ſtate of 
Innocence,andHappineſs,wherein we were at firſt 
created, he coulitrived to make us capable of ano- 
ther Happineſs, and that at no leſs Expence than 
the Blood of his own Beloved Son. And certainly 
God would rot have thus concerned himſelf 
A 2 about 
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about things of little value; no aſſaredly,our Souls 
are exceeding Precicus In his Eyes, who hath 
prepared the greateſt Happineſs for them, and 
thought nothing too much to ſecure it. 

Again. When the Son of God undertook to re- 
ſcue them from the Slavery of Sin, and Dominion 
of the Devil, he thouzht it ſufficiently worth his 
while ro deicend from Heaven, and put on the 
Form of a Servant, and make himielf of no Repu- 
tation, ts live 2 miſer1le Lite, and die a painfal 
and an accurſed {entiti. And furely he had nor 
ſo mean 2n Eſteem of iis own heavenly Glo- 
ry, ( F-b. 1. 18.) 25 to part with is for 


Trifles: And then certainly neither can you ' 


think your Souls of little worth, when the Son of 
God thought them worth his dying for. He would 
not have thought fit to pay lo vaſt a Ranſom, as 
his precious Life, for a thing of ſmall Value ; yea, 
Himſelf hath aſſured us, beyond ali contradiction, 
that the Gain of the whole World is not a ſuffi- 
cient Recompence ſor the Loſs of oncs Soul. 
Again. The Holy Gholt is ſti!] carrying on that 
great Work of God's Mercy in the Salvation'of 
our Sonls : For their ſakes it is tbat He hath made 
ſo many Revelations of God's Will to the World, 
and confirmed them by ſo many Miracles: There- 
foreHe ſtill follows us with his preventing and aſ- 
ſilting Graces; He inſpires us with good Thoughts, 
and kindles pious Deſires in us; He warmeth our 
cold AﬀeCtions, and enflamerh our Hearts with 
Devotion; He checks and reſtrains us from Sin, 
and upbraids us when we commic ic z He (till im- 
portuaeth, woeth and intreateth, that, if polkible, 
hemay awaken us into a Senſe of our danger, ard 
excite 
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excite and quicken us to purſue the Methods of 
our own Safery and Happinels, What then are 
not our Souls worth, about which the Blefled Spi- 
rit takes ſo much care to {ave and make chem 
happy *_ 

Ihe Good Angels are Miniſtring Spirits for 
the good of Souls; they pitch their Tents about 
them,and think it vo Diſparagement for ſuch glo- 
rious Beings as they are to guard them,andconverie 
with them : They ſtill waitco receive the Souls of 


good Men, when they depart our of the Body : 


They rejoice at the Converſion ot Souls; a cer- 
tain Sign that they have an entire Vzlne for chem. 

Yea, the Devils themſelves do know thar, in 
God's Eſtzem, nothing is ſo valuable under the 
whole Heaven, as the Souls of Men; and 


therefore, as the greateſt Inſtance of Spite. and 


Malice they can do to God, they make it their 
utmoſt endeavour to ſeduce and deſtroy them : 
They envy the Happineſs Merare capable of, and 
accordingly labour in their DeſtruCtion, and tri- 
umph when they have accampliſhed it. 

I hus you ſee the Soul is of the greateſt Value. 
How much then does it behove you to take Care 
of it? Whar Mainels is it to ſuffer the Body to 
engrols all your Care and I houghts, your Labour 
and Time 3 and to permit that precious and im- 
mortal part of you, your Soul, to be over-looked 
as a thing not worth any ſerions notice or re- 
gard ? Eſpecially if you will conſtder, 

Secondly, That the Loſs of the Soul 1s the moſt 


| intolerable of all other Loſſes. For ingGeed the 


Soul may be loſt 3 not that it ſhall ceaſe to he, (it 


' were yell for wicked Men if it conld) but 13 may 
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Be undone and miſerable, and in that ſenſe loſt to 
all Ecernity.--Deprived it may be of that Heaven 
of Happineſs which God hath provided for it; of 
the Enjoyment of him i whoſe Preſence 1s fulneſs 
of Foy, and at whoſe Right-hand there are Pleaſures 
for evermore, Nor is this all: , the Soul is not on- 
ly capable of being deprived of infinite Bliſs, but 
ot being plunged too in the extremity of Delpair 
and Miſery; it is liable to be given orer to the 
violence and fury of Devils, and Devilith Spirits; 
to bz commicted to the hateful Society of thoſe 
miſerable Beings, where Wrati aud Envy, Ma- 
lice and iIl-nature,. only are to be found 5 where 
no Joy, no Pearc, no Love, ever <nter. 

The Mifery of which dreadful State, the Holy 
Spirir hath repreſented by Expreſſions derot ng 
the greatelt Horrour and Torment; by « Lake 
of Fire and Brimſtore, everlaſting Flame, a never- 
dying orm, wnquenchable Fire, &C. 

This is the diſmzl State the Souls and Bodies 
of the wicked will be condemned unto for ever ; 
wherein they muſt ſuffer Day and Night, with- 
out reſt or intermiſſion. O dreadful State ! with 
this adUition'to the Extremicy of Torments,thag 
they will never have an end ! Some Comfort it 
might be to thoſe miſerable Souls had they nopes 
of any Deliverance; but it muſt needs exceed- 
ingly imgtter every Torment to them, to think 
of that never-ending Duration of Torment to 
come; thar, after they have bcen in a conſuming 
condition for Miilions of Millions of Ages inHell, 
they have ſtill an eternal Hell behind,and are as far 
diſtant from the end of their Miſeries,as they were 
when thy firſt begun. T his mult needs plunge 
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CE] 
the wretched Soul into extreme Deſperation. 
This State we are liable to be betrayed unto, 
we are in great Canger of jr, and how we came to 
be ſo, is what | jotreat you in tho next Place to 
conſider, and ro behave y-ur ſelves accordingly 
Thirdly, Conſider the oreat dancer your Gl 
are in, by renſon of Spv.. - 6 God created the 
'£ firſt Man Adam withonr Sin, and indoed his 
5 Soul with tie full knowledze of his Duty; 
& and with ſuch a Stren»th, that he might, if he 
© wonld, perform all char was required of him. 
« Haying thns created the firſt Man,he made a Co- 
« yenant or Agreement with him to this pyrpcſe; 
&« that it he continued tn obedience to(3od withour 
« committing Sin ; then, fi:ſt, that ſtrength of 
« Sonl, which he then had, ſhould ſtill be conti- 
&©« nued to him z and ſecondly, that he ſhould ne- 
« ver die, but continue in 2 State of Happineſs 
&« for ever. But on the other ſide, if he commit- 
« red Sin and diſobeyed God, then both he and 
« 211 his Children after (him ſhonld loſe that 
© Knowledge and that perfect Strength, which 
& eabled him todo all that God required of him: 
« And ſecondly, ſhould be ſubje<&@ ro Death, and 
« not only fo, but to Eternal Damnation in Hell. 
« This was the Agreement made with Aaam, 
& 2nd all Marikind in him (which we uſually call 
&« the Firſt Covenant) upon which God gave Adam 
6& a particular Commandment, which was no more 
&« hut this;zthat he ſhould not preſumeta eat of one 
©« only Tree of that Garden wherein he had placed 
<« him;w hich Ged called T he Tree of the knowledge of 
«Gord andEvil. But Adam, by the perlwaſon of the 
& Deyil.cats of that Tree, diſobeys God, and ſo 
Ag brings 


(8) 
&« brings that firſt Curſe upon himielt and all his 
« Polterity : And ſo by that ene Sin of his, he 
«© loſt borh thoſe together; | ſay , rhe full 
** knowledge of his Duty, and the power of per- 
. < forming it. And we being born aftcr his Image, 
* loſt them likewiſe; and ſo are become both igno- 
* rant 1n diſcerning what we owght to do, agd 

* weak and unable to the doing of it.z having a 
= ee to all good, and 21 apineſs and 
« readineſs to all Evil ; like a ack $Scomach, which 
* loaths all wholelom Food, and longs after ſuch 
& Traſh as may nouriſh the Diſcale. 

This is the Source and Original! of all our Mi- 
ſery. The Conſequence hereof | is, that weare 
now expoſed to an infinite Number of Temprta- 
tions from the World, the Devil, and our own 
corrupt Nature hat we are ready and inclined 
to hearken to them, and fin againſt our Maker ; 
and thereby are in continual danger of being be- 
trayed to that miſerable State before deſcribed. 
And this, k hope, may be ſufficient at .preſent to 
aſſure you, that your Souls are in Danger. And 
Jet that you may not neglect them as palt hopes, 

ut may be encouraged to ſet your ſelves in goud 
earneſt to take care of them. Conſider, 

Fourthly, What an excellent pang it hath 
pleaſed God, in his wonderful 1 After cy, fo make 
in order to reſcue and deliver them from thrfe 
dangers ;, and what is required of us in compit- 
ance with this great Mercy. This God hath done 
by giving us his Son, and in him making a New 
Covenanc with us, ater we had broken the firſt. 
a - 7 as gruen Hs his Son, as the great Captain 

& of or Salvation, to Redeem and Reſcue us from 
+ | the Power and Dominion of the Devil or Satan, 
* that 
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(9 ) 
* that great Rebel againſt God ; from wham the 
* Devil having cauſed ns 5 Revolr, he Carries us 

* captive at his Will , Cauling us to "G:br avainft 

* our Makcr,as many 35 he can detain kn AMS SEervi- 
*tude : But God, | ſay, has given ns hrs Son to 
« Reſcue and Recover us out of ſuch a learful 
* State of Sin, Rebellion, and Mz (ery. 

« And this he has done by mak: nz in him a 
© New Covenant with us, after we bad broken 
oh - the Firſt, that is, by propoſing the molt 

** gracious Terms of Reconciliation, through 
** him our great Mediator and Redeemer ; And, 
* by making Satisfation,zs for our Breach of the 
© firſt Covenant,to for the Sins of as many of us as 
«© truly repent- of our Tranſyreſſlions under the 
© Second. 

* This ſecond Covenant was made with Adam, 
* and us in him, preſently after his Fall, and is 
& briefly contained in theſe Words, Ger. 3. 15. 
© where God declares, that Ihe Seed of the Wo- 
190 ſrould by eak rhe Serpents head ; and this Se- 
* cond Covenant 1s made up, as the firſt was, of 
* fome Mercies to be afforded hy God, and ſome 
«© Dnrties to be pertorined by us. 

©God herein Froniled to fend on Earth, his 
« eniy Son, who is God equal with himfcif, ta 
© HeECOMC Var Ry 11:0 us in all things ; Sin 
©* only excepted, and he todo for us thele ſeve- 
« ral thin2s. 6 

«1, Tomake known to us the whole will of : 
&©« his Father in the performance whereof we (hal] 
he ſure 09 be accepted and rewarded by him. 
« And this was ON? Part of his buſineſs, which he 
& performed in thoſe many Sermons \Dattrine $ and 
© Precepts 
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* Precepts we find ſet down in the Goſpel. And 
* herein he is our Prophet,for it was the work of 
* a Prophet of old nor only to foretcl, bnt to 
" ©: Teach. Our duty in this particular is to heark- 
*en diligently to him, ro be moſt ready and 
n_—_— to learn thar Will of God which he 
* came from Heaven to reveal to us. 
**2. The ſecond thing he was to do for us, was 
« to ſatisfie God for our Sins, not only that one 
« of Adam, but all the Sins of Mankind that tru- 
” «ly repent and amend, and by this means to ob- 
* tain for us forgiveneſs of Sins,aud the favour of 
**Godz and to redcem 03 from Hell and Eternal 
” Damnation, which was the puniſhment due to 
© our Sin. AV this he did for us by his Death : 
« He offered up himſelf a Sacrifice for the Sins 


< of all thoſe who heartily bewail and forſake 


* thein. Andin this he is our Prieſt,ic being an- 
* ciently the Prieſt's Office ro offer Sacrifice for 
& the fins of the People. Our duty in this parti- 
<« cular is firſt, truly and heartily to repent of our 
< fins, and to _— them, without which they 
« will never be forgiven us, though thar 1s the 
* thing for which Chriſt died. Secondly ,ſtedfaltly 
© ro believe,thzt if wegive our ſelves upto Chriſt, 

& we ſhail have the benefits of that Sacrifice of his; 
<* rhat all our fins,how many and great ſoever,ſhail 
& be forgiven ns,and we ſhall be ſaved from thoſe 
** Eternal Puniihments whica were due unto v5 
< for them. Another part of the Pricit's office 
« was Bleſſing and Praying for the People ; and 
* this alſo Chriſt performs for us. It was his ſpe- 
& cial Commiſſion from his Father to Blets us, as 
Ne Peter teils us, Atts 3 26. God ſert 1s $91 


© Jeſus to bleſs you, and the foiowing Words 
5 inew 


(11) 
q ' ſhew wherein that Bleſſing conſiſts, im turning a- 
| way every one of you from your Iniquity : Thoſe 
* means Which he hath.uſed for the turning of us 
© from our {ns, are to be reckoned of all other, 
* the greateſt Bleſſings ; and for the other part, 
* that of Praying, that he not only performed on 
<« Earth, but continues (till to do--it in Heaven, 
*« He ſits 0n the right hand of God and makes requeſt 
* for us, Rom. 8.3.4. Our duty herein is, not to 
* reliſt this unſpeakable Bleſſing of his, bur to be 
* willing to be thus bleſt in being turned from our 
* 3s 3 und not to mike void and fruitleſs all his 
* Prayers 'and Interccfſions tor us,which will never 
* prevail far us, whilſt we continue in our Sins. 
© 3. Therhiid thing that Chriſt was todo for 
* us, was tv enable us, or to give us ſtrength to do 
© what God requires of us. This he doth, Firſt, 
'* By taking oft from the hardneſs of the Law 
« given to Adam, which bound us never to commit 
«rhe lealt fin, yupon the pain of Damnation. So 
© that now God rcquires of us only an honeſt 
* and hearty endeavour to do what we are able, 
© an4 where we fail of chat through weaknels, he 
*©-ccepts of uur ſincere Repentance, Second- 


*ly, By Ong his Holy Spirit into our Hearts, 


«to govern and rnle us, to give us ſtrengrh tc. 
* qve: come Temptations to Sin, and to do all 
« rat he now under the Goſpel requires of us. 
« Andin this Chrilt is ourKing,it being the office of 
& 2 King to Govern and Rule, and to ſubdue our 
« Enemies. Our daty 1n this particular 1s to give. 
© up our ſelves to be obedient Subjects of his ; to 
« begoverncd and ruled by him, to obey alj his 
** L,2ws, N97 T9 fake part with any Rebel, that is, 
« no; to cheriſh any one ſin, but diligently INE pray 
64 or 
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& for his Grace to enadle us to ſubdue them all, and 
& then carefully tro make uſe of ir to that pur- 
* poſe. 
< Laſtly, He has purchaſed for all that faith. 
« fully obey him, an eternai glorious inhericance, 
* the Kingdom of Heaven, whither he is gone he- 
© fore to rake poſſeſſion for vs. Our duty here- 
© in is to beexczeding careful that we forfeit nor 
*© our Parts In It; which we ſhal} certainly do, if 
« we continue impenitent in any fin. Secondly, 
« Not to faſten our Aﬀections on this World, bur 
**to raiſe them up to Heaven and Heavenly 
** Things,according to the Precept oithe Apoſtle, 
& Cel.3.2. Set your Aﬀettions on thizgs above, and not 
* on things on the Earth, continually longing to 
* come to the poſleſlion of that bleſſed Inheri- 
*© tance of ours, 1n compariſon whereof ail things 
&« here below ſhould ſeem vile and mean to us. 
© This 1s the ſumof that ſecond Covenant we 
« are now under, wherein you fce what Chriſt 
* hath done, how he execures thoſe three great 
© Offices of King, Prieſt and Prophet 3 as alfo 
« what is required of us, without our faithful 
« performance of which, all that he hath done 
<« ſhall never ſtand us in any ſtead; for he wil! 
© neyer be a Prieſt to ſave any, who take himnoc 


** alſo for their Prophet to teach , and their ' 


* King torule them; nay if we neglect our part 
&« of thisCovenant,our condition will be yet worſe 
« than if it had never been made; for we ſhall be 
« to anſwer not for the breach of Law only, as 
&« in the ficſt Covenant, but for the abuſe of Mer- 
* cy, which is of all ſins the moſt provoking. On 
* the other ſide, if we faithfully; perform it, o 
| 7" 


P* ms mod IEEE 


(13) 
* is, ſet our ſelves heartily'to the obeying of eve- 
« ry Precept of Chriſt; not going on wilfully in 
© any one (in, but bewailing and forſaking what 
6 ever we have formerly been guilty of, it is then 
* moſt certain that all the forementioned Benefits 
* of Chriſt belong to us. 

* And now you ſee how little reaſon you have 
© to caſt off the care of your Souls, upon a conceit 
* that they are paſt cure ; for thata is plain they 
* arenot ; nay certainly they are in that very 
© condition, which of all others makes them fir- 
© teſt ior our care. [If they had not been thus Re- 
* deemed by Chriſt, they had been then ſo hope- 
* lef<, that care would have been in vain: On 
* the other ſide, if js Redemption had been ſuch 
© thet all Men ſhould be ſaved by ir, though they 
© live 8s they liſt, we ſhould have thought it need- 
© leſs to take care for them, becauſe they were 
* fafe without it. But it hath pleaſed God fo to 
© order it, that our care maſt be the means by 
«© which they muſt receive the good even of all 
* that Chriſt hath done for them. 

Aud now, if you will but lay theſe things to 
Heart, your Reaſon and your Intereſt will both 


 direCt you how to hehave your ſelves, Methinks 


| hear ſome of you, as Mea deeply affected with 
the ſenſe of theſe things, with a ſerious and com- 
paſſionate regard to their Souls, crying out with 
St, Peter's hearers, en and Brethren, what muſt 
we do ro be ſaved? | would to God, that every 
Man would make this application to bimfſelt ; and 
If they do not, it is too certain a ſign, that either 
they believe thar they have no Immortal Souls, 
or that it is kmpoſlible they ſhould for ever mil- 
carry. Give 


( 14 ) 
Give me leave alittle to reaſon the caſe with 
you, my dear Neighbours, to perſwade you to 
take care of your Souls. Are they made aftcr 
the image and ſimilitude of God? hy then witl 
ye ſuffer them to be transformed to: the imave of 
Satan? Has Gcd provided a Beaven of Happt- 
neſs for them ? Why will ye be ſo cruel and un- 
juſt to them as to expole them to the intolerable 
Flames of Hel}? Since God ih: Father hath rated 
them at the highclt value, and expreſed his chief 
concern for them: Why will ye nepleCt and nn- 
dervalue them as things of no price? fince God 
the Son thought not his own Blood tno great a 
price for them, Why do ye chule to ſell them for 
. the trifling Vanities of this World? fince the Holy 
Ghoſt is continually at work to preſerve them, 
Whence comes it to Pais tizat ye hardly think them 
worthy the ſlendereſt part of your care ? ſince the 
bleſſed Anzels are imploycd in miniſtring unco 
them: Why do ye detear all their endeavours for 
your good ? ſince they 1c joice at the Converſion 
of Soyls; Why will ye refuſe ro afford them this 
matter of rejoicing, where the greateſt advan- 
tage will be your own ? Wherefore do you ſeek 
to gratifie our common Adverſary the Devil ſo 
far, as to permit him to diſappoint the gracious 
purpoſes of God towzrds us? Oh that Men can 
be ſo ſznſeleſs as to fee their Souls pcriſhing be- 
fore their Eyes, without Remorſe or Compal- 
fon! that they can pais day after day without 
making any offer or attempt to recover them. 
Conſider you have not only the fin of your firſt 
Parents to be forgiven you, but allo innumerable 


Attual ſins ef your own ; and thoſe prehaps com» 
mitted 
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(15) | 
mitted againſt the light of your own Conſciences, 
agai:ſt the expreſs command of God, againſt the 
dictates of the Holy Spirit, agairſt frequenx 
Wargin2s and ACmonirions from others,and con- 
trary to many r<epcated Vows and Reſolutions. 
Theſe are agpravaticns ſufficient to ſink a Soul 
into the Bottomleſs Pit; and yet ſtill there is 
hope, there is a remedy even for ſuch Sinners, if 
they repent and return from their Sins, and be- 
come ſincerely obcdient to the Laws of God, and 
accept the Lord Jeſw zs their King, their Prieſt, 
and their Prophet, God will for his ſake accept 
them. Remember that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things as Silver and Gold but with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh, and 
without Spor, 1 Pet.1.18,19. This was the ranſom of 
Souls which God required ; and if you rejedt this 
he will accept no other, and you do reject it (and 
God ſo interprets it) if you do not accept him 
upon his own terms; if you do not give up your 
ſelves unto Chriſt, to be guided and governed, as 
well as ſaved by him ; otherwiſe you renounce 
all your part and intereſt in his Blood, and ds 
aS it were, Ceclare you will nor be beholding to 
him : And then jurely you cannot complain that 
God is unmerciful, if he take" the Forfeiture, and 
condemn thoſe who would not be ſaved by him. 
The Promiſes and Threatnings of the Goſpel,and 
all other the Methods w hich God hath uled to re- 
form and reclaim Sirners, are all Inſtances of his. 
great goodneſs to us, of his zeal and concern for 
our Happineſs 3 and if we ſtill continue to reje&t 
and ſet them at nought.how juſt. as well as ſevere, 

| will be our Condemnation. Has he taken all ima- 
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(1s) . 
pginable care to oblige you to be kind to yout 
ſelves;and faithful co your trueſt intereit,and will 
ye [ll] forſake your own Mercics?lf you thus wil- 
fully ſeek your own ruin, how righteo:s will it be 
11 God co plague you to the ntmolt extremity. 

Let me therefore beleech you, even by all that 
Is Sacred and Serious, by every thing tht is dear 
and precious to yon, by your beſt hopes, and the 
moſt imporiant concern of your everlaſting Being; 
tO take. Pity vpon your poor Souls, to confider the , 
dangers whereto they are expoſed, to conſult and 
comply witit the means of their Preſervation. 

Learn | pray you to affect your Hearts with a 
ierious ſence of your danger, to repent earneſtly 
of your paſt fins, ſincerely reſvIve to be more 
Holy, Watchful and Circumſp:&t for the time 
co come 3 pray earne{tly for th? Graces of God's 
Holy Spirirc; cheriſn in your Souls alively Faith 
inthe Mercies of God through Chriſt; and in all 
reipes, as God ſhall enabte you, and you ſhall 
he hereaiter from time to time inſtrufted, let 
your Prayers and your Endeavours be that you 
may be wiſe unto Salvation. And that you may 
abound in all ſpiricual Wiſdom and Underitand- 
ing, and may be accepred as faithful Servants of 
God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the great day of 
Accounts, as it is the earneft Prayer, fo it ſhall 
be the contant endeavour of 

Your affettionate Servant in Chriſt Jeſu, 


FINIS. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Here are 2 other Nitvie wſefwi Book; to be [old is Cornhil z viz. The C briſtian 
Momiter, for 3 d. ard the Familias Guide to the L1yd's Supper, for 4 d. 

wCcry proper ts be bad mn al Families, 


